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NORWAY DOES NOT YIELD 


By Hon. Nils Hjelmtveit, 
Minister of Church and Education 


Here in broad outline is presented the stand taken by 
the Church of Norway against the new Nazi order. The 
Bishops of the Church of Norway have been joined by all 
Christian organizations in Norway in this stand. 


The great documents of the uncompromising fight for 
freedom of worship and for decency and tolerance are 
published unadorned and without comment. Facts speak 
for themselves. 


Bitter days are these in once free Norway. No offense 
was committed by that nation against Hitler and yet he 
is scourging her with his tyranny. 


The people of Norway are suffering martyrdom in 
liberty’s name and they have found a rallying place in 
their church against Nazi oppression. The protest of the 
seven bishops of the church against the violation of Nor- 
wegian liberties was no secret manifestation of the spirit 
of Norway. It was an open letter, printed and delivered to 
the temporary masters of the land and widely circulated 
throughout the country—yes, even read from the pulpits 
of many churehes. This has wrongly been called “passive 
resistance; whereas it is instead an active offensive within 
the very lines of the enemy. 


The church of Norway is standing firm against all 
assaults. When Hitler and his Nazis called upon the people 
of Norway to rise up with them and fight the menace of 
Russia, only two percent of Norway’s more than one 
thousand pastors put their names to an appeal to join 
the “crusade against Bolshevism.” 


The people of Norway have in these times of heavy 
trial shown that the strength of a civilized and peace-loving 
country is superior to that of a totalitarian and militaristic 
nation. German military power has not been able to break 
the spirit of the Norwegians. In spite of Nazi-controlled 
press and radio, in spite of spying and jail and deatn sen- 
tences, the men and women and children of Norway 
stand firm in their opposition to the tyrants and their 
henchmen. 


PASTORAL LETTER 


to our congregations from the Bishops of the Church 
of Norway. 


We gratefully acknowledge the fact that the Church 
and all Christian societies and organizations, generally 
speaking, have been able to carry on their spiritual work 
up to the present. But signs of a growing unrest and anx- 
iety are nevertheless becoming more and more evident. 
Can the Church sit quietly on the sidelines while the Com- 
mandments of God are being set aside and while many 
other events are taking place which dissolve law and order? 
The Church is an organization whose great calling is to 
spread the Gospel and unite all believers in a way of life 
in accordance with the will of God. Outwardly the Church 
is a worldly organization, heavy with human shortcomings 
and suffering from the fact that we, who are the instru- 
ments of the Church, are sinful. Even so, our Lord has 
called such men to be His servants from the very days of 
the Apostles, and He has promised them the mercy and 
the power by which He Himself leads His children. 


The Christian congregation have their roots in a living 
spiritual communion founded by Jesus Christ, who is their 
Lord and Savior. The Church, therefore, belongs to God 
and must fulfill its mission freely and fearlessly, because 
God’s word and God’s will are above all else in this world. 


The mission of the Church is identified with the very 
life of the people and is charged with complete responsibil- 
ity for spreading His words of salvation based on the law 
of God. 


The bishops of the Church of Norway, guided by their 
consciences and spurred on by the lack of clarity which 
surrounds them, see it as their clear duty to appeal to the 
authorities which today govern the life of the Church and 
the State. 


After having consulted other Christians, the bishops on 
January 15th, 1941, addressed a documented petition to the 
acting Head of the Department of Church and Education 
as follows: 


“To the head of the department of Church and Educa- 
tion, Acting Secretary Skancke: 


“The very foundation of the Church of Norway rests 
on a definite constitutional relationship to the State, and 
on the assumption that the duty of the State and all de- 
partments of the government is to uphold righteousness 
and justice in accordance with the will of God. The Nor- 
wegian Constitution states: ‘The Evangelical Lutheran 
religion shall be the official religion of Norway.’ It there- 
fore is imperative and essential that the Church should 
know clearly whether the State, which is also concerned 
with ecclesiastical matters, accepts and honors the legal 
and moral obligations contained in the Church’s Articles of 
Faith and in the Bible. Such assurance is essential to the 
very being of the Church. 


“It has thus been of the greatest importance, in view 
of what has happened since the invasion of April 9, 
1940, that the overseers of the Church have been able 
to point out that justice has been maintained in accord- 
ance with the law of the land. This has been empha- 
sized in several circulars issued by the Norwegian bishops. 
Thus the Bishop of Oslo, in an extensive pronouncement 
entitled ‘The Temporal and the Eternal,’ (July, 1940) 
- followed by each of the bishops in their writings of October 
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and November, stated that ‘our laws are being observed 
and that due respect should be given to all authorities.’ 


“The attitude of the Church, needless to say, is at all 
times governed by the basic principles outlined above: 
Norway’s Constitution, the Articles of Faith, and the Bible. 


“Church authorities have hitherto been justified in tak- 
ing this viewpoint when advising their ministers and con- 
gregations. For Hitler’s proclamation of April 24th was in 
full accord with international law, while the Reichskom- 
missar, in his talk of June first, declared acceptance of 
Article 46 of the Hague Convention which guarantees re- 
ligious freedom, and later in his order of September 28th 
asserted that the independence of the courts should not 
be touched. 


“Recently, however, much serious doubt has arisen con- 
cerning the validity of the statements made by the bishops 
to their church members. We are faced with the problem 
of whether the State and its departments will maintain 
order and justice as provided by our Church’s Confession 
of Faith. 


“We point to three specific instances which, in substance, 
are interwoven and which bear out the contention that acts 
of violence, instead of being prevented, are actually con- 
doned. That the fundamental principles of justice are being 
broken down is shown by the following concrete examples: 


“1. The systematic rule of terror by the Nazi Storm 
Troopers. 


“2, The resignation of the Supreme Court of Norway. 
“3. Interference with the ministers’ pledge of silence. 


“These accusations are supported by documentary evi- 
dence of which brief résumés are given -here: 


“1. The attack by Storm Troopers on the Osio Business 
College, November 30th, during which teachers and the 
director were knocked down and severely assaulted, was 
in itself bad enough. But the seriousness of the event was 
increased by the slogan published that very morning by 
the official organ of the Nazi party: ‘We shall strike again 
in such a way that they shall lose both sight and hearing. 
Storm troopers, close your ranks. He who hits us once 
shall be hit tenfold. This shall be our watchword.’ 


“Tf a nation accepts such a watchword and refuses to 
uphold law and order, then it may truly be said that such 
a nation has abandoned the fundamental principles of law- 
abiding society. The problem takes on a much more seri- 
ous aspect because we are here confronted with a series 
of entirely unprovoked incidents. We call attention to the 
brutal attack on the chairman of the Students Union at 
Trondheim on November 29th, and further, to the assault 
on an office-boy who was kidnapped in an automobile on the 
night of December 11th, 1940, stripped of his clothes and 
flogged by Storm Troopers. There have been similar inci- 
dents in Oslo and in other towns. 


“The gravity of this situation is increased by the fact 
that so far none of the culprits has been apprehended. On 
the contrary, the ranking official of ‘law and order’ issued 
a decree on December 14th instructing the police not only 
not to interfere in such incidents, but to give ‘active sup- 
port to the Storm Troopers.’ The revolting nature of these 
single acts of violence is such as to make them a problem 
concerning the security of society as a whole. 


“In addition, there is the circular sent out by the De- 
partment of the Interior on December 16th in which all 
state and municipal empioyees are ordered actively to sup- 
port the Storm Troopers. Any refusals will be looked upon 
as an ‘action inimical to the state’ and will give rise to 
drastic punishment. 


8 


“If such things should continue systematically, the 
Church’s servants will feel the lack of any basis for guiding 
the conscience of the people insofar as respect and con- 
fidence in law of the land are concerned. Therefore we 
beg to lay the foregoing documented facts before the head 
of our Church Department. 


“2. The second set of facts which must reluctantly be 
linked with the above relates to the insecurity which 
‘church members feel since the Supreme Court of Norway 
has abandoned its duties. 


“The Supreme Court has asserted that the decree of the 
Department of Justice of November 14th, whereby the de- 
partmental chief is given authority to discharge and appoint 
jurors, judges and court clerks, constitutes an attack on 
law and order which is in open conflict with recognized 
principles and which will lead to the most fateful con- 
sequences, since freedom of the courts—which is guaran- 
teed by the Constitution—is of vital importance for secu- 
rity and justice. The very fact that all members of the 
highest court in the land have found it necessary to resign 
their duties is one that must needs create within the Church 
a far-reaching feeling of insecurity with regard to the 
foundations of law and order in society. 


“Since the Confession of Faith of the Church (Augus- 
tana § 16) upholds that which is legitimate in the State’s 
actions, and since these articles call upon every Christian 
to be loyal to the State, the acting head of the Church and 
Education Department will certainly agree that it is the 
duty and the right of Church officials to speak up and re- 
quest information on such serious matters as those just 
mentioned. 


“He will also understand that the seriousness of the 
situation will not diminish when we emphasize that vio- 
lence and that a spirit of hate is developing among the 
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people. Not the least important is the way such things 
affect growing youth. The training of Christian character 
is by law assigned to church and school, and this con- 
stitutes one of the Church’s main tasks. Therefore, when 
the Department of Church and Education, in a bulletin 
dated November 12th and addressed to all school officials, 
advises all responsible schoolmen to guarantee upon their 
honor that they will give positive and active support to 
every resolution and decree issued by the new authorities, 
—then, we view the whole matter as approaching a con- 
flict of conscience in the very essence of our profession. 


“3. Of the most vital concern to our calling is the newly 
published order of the police department according to 
which the professional oath of silence of ministers can be 
abolished by the police. Our right to professional secrecy 
is not only guaranteed by law, but has always been a 
fundamental requirement in the ecclesiastical calling when 
we minister to sorrow and receive confessions from people 
in trouble. It is of the utmost importance to the Church 
that people have full and unqualified confidence in the 
ministerial oath of silence, as it has been recognized both 
in Norwegian law and in the Church’s decrees throughout 
all times and in all Christian lands. To abolish this Magna 
Carta of the conscience is an attack upon the very heart of 
the Church. It is an attack which takes on an especially 
serious character by the fact that paragraph 5 empowers 
police to imprison an offending pastor and force him to 
talk without having been taken before a court of law. 


“The above facts, together with other serious happen- 
ings which we do not touch upon here, have forced us to 
send this request for clarification to the Department of 
Church and Education, in the assurance that the seriousness 
of our situation will there meet with understanding.” 
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(signed ) 


Eivind Berggrav, J. Storen, J. Maroni, 
Andreas Fleischer, Henrik Hille, G. Skagestad, 
Wollert Krohn-Hansen. 


Two weeks later the three bishops Berggrav, Storen 
and Maroni, on behalf of their colleagues obtained an 
audience with the acting Head in order to emphasize the 
sincerity of the petition and to learn whether it would 
be given an official reply. The verbal statement of the 
acting Head did not in any way weaken the arguments 
presented in the petition. 


Three days later the following letter was sent by 
acting Head Ragnar Skancke to the bishops as of Feb- 
ruary lst: 


“To the College of Bishops of the Church of Norway: 


“During an interview last October with the CHRISTIAN 
PRESS BUREAU, in reply to its questions about the new 
government’s relations to and possible plans for the Church, 
I stated: ‘We have no plans beyond what already has been 
incorporated in our program; namely, that the basic values 
of Christianity shall be protected. We hope and believe 
that the Church and its men have confidence in us. When 
we say this we mean that we do not intend to touch the 
Church; it needs peace in order to work in these troubled 
times.’ 


“This statement stil stands. As far as I can see nothing 
has happened during the last month which can justify the 
statement that the State has encroached on the Church’s 
freedom to spread the Gospel in accordance with the will 
of God, the Church’s Articles of Faith and its right to be 
and act as a congregation. 
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“The motto of Nasjonal Samling (the Quisling party) is 
law, justice and peace. The present government intends to 
live up to this motto to the best of its ability. 

“In these times of pioneering and ferment things may 
happen which are regrettable and which we deplore. That, 
I think, is understandable. When we have irrefutable proof 
of such happenings we take action, even in incidents where 
members of our party are involved. In regard to the 
allegedly concrete instances of injustice contained in your 
petition, these will be forwarded to the Department of 
Justice and the Police Department for their attention. 

“As to point 2 in your petition (the resignation of the 
Supreme Court of Norway) permit me to assure the bishops 
that even though the judiciary to a certain extent is affected 
by the new order, the government has not failed to pre- 
serve law and order within the land. 


“With reference to the Police Department’s ruling of 
December 13th, in regard to the duty of ministers to appear 
as witnesses, may I state that the oath of silence for min- 
isters of the Church was not absolute before December 13th. 
There are, as you know, many instances where the oath 
of silence cannot be observed. This latest ruling must be 
considered as a new interpretation of the oath of silence, 
but it is not meant to cancel this oath generally. 

“The bishops of the Church may rest assured that they 
will meet with understanding during the present situation; 
provided that they in turn show understanding of the new 
order and the present government. 

“The Church is not the only institution in need of 
peace to fulfill its mission; the State itself needs it. We 
hereby most sincerely warn the Church against any acts 
which may increase the unrest of our people. Thoughtless 
action now may result in serious consequences for the 
Church. Now as before the Church needs the State in order 
to be a true Church of the people, and the State needs the 
Church to maintain law and order and peace. The State 
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and the Church must stand together and serve the people, 
which they lead. We therefore ask the bishops of the 
Church and through them all the ministers of the Church 
. of Norway to act in the spirit of good will so that this 
cooperation may succeed. 


“May I at this time request that circular letters from 
the bishops to ministers or congregations be forwarded in 
three copies to the Department of Church and Education. 


(signed ) R. SKANCKE.” 


We feel that our congregations are entitled to see this 
exchange of letters. Suffice it to say, in regard to the point 
raised by the acting Head, that the question of our oath 
of silence was discussed during the above mentioned per- 
sonal conference. The bishops then brought out the fact that 
certain suspensions of the oath of silence had been incorp- 
orated in the law of Norway for centuries. Such exemptions 
were legal when a minister felt duty bound to reveal con- 
fidential information in order to prevent gross crime which 
might otherwise have been committed; suspension of the 
oath of silence was also legal in order to prevent the pun- 
ishment of innocent persons. We maintained that the revolt- 
ing new feature of the ruling of December 13th is the fact 
that the oath of silence may be violated whenever the high- 
est police authorities so decide in the interest of the govern- 
ment, and that ministers will be threatened with imprison- 
ment if they do not break their oath. 


The bishops refer further to a written memorandum de- 
livered to the acting Head during a personal conference on 
January 29, 1941. The text of this follows: 


“In our second ARTICLE OF FAITH, all Christians 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as their sovereign Lord. The 
importance of this solemn declaration exceeds everything 
else within our Church. The governmental, the political 
and the administrative functions do not concern us per se. 
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We are involved only when such functions touch our aile- 
giance to Christ. Luther said: ‘The secular regime has laws, 
which do not extend beyond life and property and all con- 
crete things in the world. God will not grant to any one 
but Himself the right to govern souls.’ 


“The Acts of God comprise justice, truth and compas- 
sion, as conceived by the Church within the structure of the 
State. The framework of a national community is no con- 
cern of the Church. But when it comes to the divine com- 
‘mandments, which are fundamental for all community life, 
then the Church is duty bound to take a stand. It is useless 
to wave the Church aside by stating that it is meddling 
in politics. Luther said in plain words: “The Church does 
not become involved in worldly matters when it be- 
seeches the authorities to be obedient to the highest author- 
ity, which is God.’ 


“When the authorities permit acts of violence and in- 
justice, and exert pressure on our souls, then the Church 
becomes the defender of the people’s conscience. 


“One single human soul is worth more than the entire 
world. 


“The bishops of the Church have therefore placed on 
the table of the acting Head certain facts and official com- 
muniqués concerning the governmental administration, 
which, during the last few months, in the view of the 
Church, are against the law of God. They give the impres- 
sion that revolutionary conditions are abroad in our land, 
and that we are not living under the rules of foreign occu- 
pation whereby all laws shall be enforced as far as is com- 
patible with the occupation forces. 


“The Church is not the State, and the State is not 
the Church. In wordly matters the State may endeavor 
to use force against the Church, but the Church is a 
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spiritual and sovereign entity built on the word of God and 
on its unity of belief. Despite all its human shortcomings 
the Church has been given divine authority to spread His 
law and Gospel among all peoples. The Church can there- 
fore never be silenced. Whenever God’s commandments 
are deposed by sin the Church stands unshaken and cannot 
be directed by any authority of the State. 


“From this rock of faith we beseech the authorities to 
strike out all that is contrary to God’s Holy Writ on justice, 
truth and freedom of conscienec, and to build only on the 
foundation of the divine laws of life. 


“We also beseech our people to avoid acts of force and 
injustice. In an_ internal struggle all individuals and 
groups must be guided by this moral law. He who promotes 
hatred or encourages evil will be judged by God. The 
Holy Bible says: ‘Do not repay evil with evil, but over- 
come evil with good.’ 


“Above all of us stands the One who is Lord of our 
souls. In our congregations we now perceive a ferment. of 
conscience and we feel it our duty to let authorities hear 
clear and loud the voice of the Church.” 


(signed) 


Eivind Berggrav, J. Storen, J. Maroni, 
Andreas Fleischer, Henrik Hille, G. Skagestad, 
Wollert Krohn-Hansen. 
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POSTSCRIPL 
to the Bishops’ Pastoral Letter: 


We have received unsolicited communications from 
nation-wide Christian organizations in Norway and from 
denominations outside of the State Church to the effect 
that they join the stand taken by the bishops. The statement 
from these denominations reads as follows: 


“The undersigned organizations prompted by the will 
of God, by the Church’s Articles of Faith and by the con- 
science of each individual member, hereby express their 
full agreement with the petition of the bishops.” (Signed: 
The Norwegian Lutheran Home Mission, Oslo; The Nor- 
wegian Sunday School League, Oslo; The Western Home 
Mission, Bergen; The Norwegian Foreign Mission, Stavan- 
ger; Norway’s Finmark Mission, Trondheim; The Nor- 
wegian Seamen’s Mission, Bergen; The Santai Mission, 
Oslo; Norway’s Christian Youth League, Oslo; and The 
Norwegian Lutheran China Mission, Oslo.) 

The Salvation Army sent the following letter to the 
bishops: 

“The Salvation Army of Norway, guided by our belief 
and the conscience of our members, hereby approves whole- 
heartedly the petition which the bishops of the Church of 
Norway addressed to the acting Minister of the Depart- 
ment of Church and Education.” 

The bishops received a declaration from the Congress 
of Dissenting Faiths signed by representatives of its church 
groups: “The executive board of the Norwegian Congress 
of Dissenters acting in accordance with the word of God, 
our Christian faith and the personal conscience of the 
members of board, hereby subscribes fully to the petition 
of the bishops of the Church of Norway.” 


A similar statement has been received from the Phila- 
delphia Congregation of Oslo, signed by its elders. 
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ANNEXURES 


to the Petition of the Norwegian Bishops to Ragnar 
Skancke, the Acting Secretary of Church and 
Education, on January 15, 1941 


1. Statement sent to the Minister of Police, Jonas Lie 
by the Teachers’ Union of the Oslo Business College 
on the subject of the raid of the “Hirden”’ on November 
30, 1940. 


2. Report of Paul Hartman, Mayor of Oslo, made to the 
police regarding the attack on Gunnar Stabel on De- 
cember 11, 1940. 


3. Report of Arne Mo and O. K. Skavlem, students, on the 
attack on the President of the Student Union on No- 
vember 29, 1940, submitted to Acting Minister Skancke 
by the Faculty Council of the Norwegian Technical 
Institute. 


4. Specific orders to the police by the Department of Po- 
lice, of December 14, 1940. 


5. Circular of the Ministry of Interior, of December 16, 
1940. 


6. Letter from the Supreme Court to the Ministry of 
Justice, of November 19, 1940. 


7. Augustana: Paragraph 16, etc. 
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To the Chief of Police, Acting Minister Jonas Lie. 
The Raids of the “Hirden” on the Oslo Business 
College on October 21 and November 30, 1940 


On October 21, 1940 the “Hirden” forced their way 
into the courtyard of the College, approached the principal 
with threats and beat one of the pupils of the institution. 


On November 30 the “Hirden” once more forced their 
way in, and prevented the watchman from telephoning for 
help from the police. On this occasion they entered one of 
the classrooms during a class and attacked the pupils, who 
‘were mauled in the presence of their teacher. The “Hirden”’ 
used as weapons tables and chairs of iron, throwing them at 
the students. Ordinary wooden chairs they also threw; and 
«Gundersen, a member of the “Hirden’’, had a length of 
‘rubber hose. 


On the same occasion the teacher of the class was 
knocked down; afterward they attacked the principal, the 
inspector and another teacher, beating them and inflicting 
rather serious injuries. 


For a specific description of the injuries, we refer you 
to the statement drawn up by Gunnar Johnson, and more- 
over to the police report. 


On an earlier occasion one of the “Hirden”’ asked ques- 
tions about “Nasjonal. Samling,” questions which several 
teachers of the school cannot but regard as threats. 


In regard to the occurrences of November 30, what 
made the greatest impression on the teachers was the fact 
that the police are taking no steps against the “Hirden” 
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and have made no attempt to prevent a recurrence of these 
acts of violence at the school. 


Respectfully submitted, 


The Management of the Teachers’ Union 
of the Oslo Business College 


Maps Boun B. KrocH JOHANSSEN 
Oslo, December 3, 1940 


Commune of Oslo 
Registry of Population and Bureau of Statistics 


I take the liberty of giving the following information: 
Gunnar Stabel, a volunteer worker in the Registry of 
Population, left the office on Wednesday the 11th of this 
month at his usual hour, 3:45 P. M. When he came to 
the room on the street floor by the entrance in the right 
tower, two persons there stopped him, showing an unusual 
interest in him. One even seized hold of his coat sleeve. 
Stabel paid no attention, but continued on his way out. 
When he opened the door, two persons in the uniform of 
“Hirden” suddenly appeared, grasped his arms and, be- 
fore he could call for help or resist, shoved him into an 
automobile that stood at the edge of the sidewalk in front 
of the City Hall. In addition to Stabel, there were in the 
auto the two “Hirden” and the two persons in civilian 
clothes who had approached him in the City Hall. 


Immediately the auto started off, with one of the 
civilians as chauffeur; then it went to the “Hirdenheim” 
headquarters on Bjoern Farmann Street. 
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Here Stabel was taken at once to the cellar, where one 
of the two “‘Hirden” began to cross-question him and struck 
him from ten to fifteen times with a strap. The pretext for 
the abduction and the beating of Stabel was the fact that 
Stabel was said to have been seen on Monday wearing a 
ribbon in his lapel. In the course of the scene in the cellar 
Stabel declared that the ribbon was a sign of national 
unity and of the hope that the country might again be free. 
Stabel was also forced to give the name of the person who 
had given him the idea for the ribbon. . . . On the same 
afternoon Stabel’s brother reported this attack to the 
police. 


Gunnar Stabel was born November 22, 1924; hence he 
has only recently completed his sixteenth year. 


Oslo, December 13, 1940 
Arvid Messel 


This report was sent to the Preliminary Board of the 
Oslo City Administration; at the same time I informed the 
President of the Precinct of the affair, and notified the 
Department of Police, referring to the letter of the Presi- 
dent to these same authorities in the matter of the Steinar 
Rydland case. 


Oslo, December 13, 1940 
Paul Hartman 


Mayor 
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Report of the Episode in the Students Union, Friday, 
November 29, 1940, Drawn Up by Two Student 
Witnesses 


Trondheim, November 29, 1940 


After luncheon we were sitting as usual in the Club- 
room, drinking coffee and reading newspapers. 


At about a quarter to three the doors were opened 
violently, and a Leader of the “Hirden” came in swing- 
ing his rubber club, and shouted: 

“Is Holtermann here?” 


When no one answered, he said, “‘Can’t you open your 
mouths?” 


Then he went out; when we followed a moment later, 
we witnessed the following scene: 


We saw the President of the Union, Holtermann, being 
led down the corridor by two “Hirden’”, who held his bound 
hands behind him. A third “Hird” had forcibly seized his 
shoulder. 


About fifteen “Hirden” were now present, some not in 
uniform. 


Holtermann was placed before the window of the man- 
ager’s office, held fast by two “Hirden”. A “Hird” asked 
Holtermann whether he was willing to post certain pla- 
cards. Holtermann refused. The Leader then gave the 
order for the beating to begin. 


Holtermann was struck in the face until he fell to the 
ground. When he had got up on his feet again, the Leader 
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repeated the question, but Holtermann refused once more. 
He was not willing to post any placards. 

Then the Leader ordered the students to go back to the 
Clubroom or into the dining hall. Part of the students 
obeyed this command, but the others were passive and did 
not speak. 


The Leader whistled and the “Hirden” went off. Some 
minutes later the Norwegian police came, received infor- 
mation about the occurrence from the students and took 
down a written report. 


Arne Mo O. K. Skavlem 
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Circular of the Department of Police, of Dec. 14, 1940 


The new National Government, which came to power 
September 25th of this year, is based on two points: 
1. The road to the restoration of Norway’s freedom 
and independence leads through the ‘“‘Nasjonal Sam- 
ling.” 


2. ‘Nasjonal Samling” is the only legal, governmental 

party. 

The employees and officials of the police must draw the 
consequences from these facts and must have them before 
their eyes constantly in the performance of their duty. It 
is desirable that they become members of ‘‘Nasjonal Sam- 
ling” in the largest numbers possible. The present struggle 
to rally the people demands the full and entire cooperation 
of the police; it is important for the future of our police 
that all who are active in the work of the police should 
understand this fact. Passive loyalty is not enough. It is 
required that the police stand up for the New Order with 


their whole power. The old conception that a policeman 
should be neutral and should not have to join any political 
party, has lost its validity because only one national and 
legal party exists and that is the governmental party. 

The “Hirden”’ are tine political soldiers of the “‘Nasjonal 
Samling” and must be strongly supported in their struggle 
to put the ideas of ‘‘Nasjonal Samling” into effect. A good 
relationship and a real collaboration must be established 
between the police and the “Hirden”. Naturally it must 
not occur that a member of the “Hirden’’ be arrested by 
the police, except if he has committed a crime. If the 
‘“Hirden” or any members of ‘“Nasjonal Samling” are in- 
sulted or exposed to terrorism, their answer is a direct 
action against the attackers—a ‘circumstance which is rec- 
ognized as free, on principle, from punishment in Para- 
graph 228, third Section of the Penal Code. The police 
must actively join the “Hirden’’ in such cases. 

If the police finds for any reason grounds for a com- 
plaint of the behavior of the “Hirden”, these complaints 
are submitted to the Police Department, which then has 
to discuss the question with the national Leader of the 
“Hirden”. 

At the assemblies of ‘“‘Nasjonal Samling,’’ the “Hirden”’ 
functions to preserve order in the hall and at the entrance, 
and not the police, in such towns as have an established 
division of the “Hirden’’. 

It is requested that all officials be instructed in con- 
formity with this circular. 
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From the Ministry of the Interior 


“Nasjonal Samling” is fighting for Norway’s freedom 
and independence. 
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At the behest of the Fuehrer of Germany, Reichschan- 
cellor Adolf Hitler, on September 25, 1940, Reichskommis- 
sar Terboven proclaimed: 


“Only ‘Nasjonal Samling’ shows the way to Norway’s 
freedom and independence.” 


“Nasjonal Samling” is the governmental party in Nor- 
way. Other parties do not exist. For this reason all those 
who are employed in the service of the country must work 
actively for the success of “Nasjonal Samling.” 


Everyone who is employed in the Ministry of the 
Interior, or in one of its subdivisions of whatever sort, 
even in the municipal subdivisions, is exhorted to support 
positively in every way ‘“‘Nasjonal Samling’” and all its 
organized sections, like the Party, the Women’s Group, the 
Youth Group and the “Hirden’’, and to cooperate with all 
his strength in its endeavors, so that the goals of the 
Movement may be quickly and effectively promoted in 
the best interests of the whole people and of the land. 


All employees of the Ministry of the Interior or of the 
institutions working under it are responsible for carrying 
out the above commands. 


The slightest disposition towards doubt is regarded as 
an action hostile to the state. 


From now on drastic punishment will be executed on 
every enemy of the people. 


Oslo, December 1 , 1940. Hagelin 
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From the Supreme Court to the Ministry of Justice 


On November 14, 1940, the Ministry of Justice issued an 
order that, among other things, gives the Acting Minister 
the right to discharge and to appoint court clerxs, as well as 
to subsidize elected magistrates, judges and barristers, and 
to appoint others. 


This order holds true both for civil cases and for 
criminal cases. It gives the Acting Minister of Justice the 
opportunity of meddling in the personnel of a court of 
justice in a way that openly contradicts the principles on 
which our judiciary system is founded. 


The order exceeds the limits of the power of an Acting 
Minister, the representative of an occupying nation, her 
cording to the Fourth Hague Convention of 1909 and its 
regulation for war on land, in particular Article 43, ac- 
cording to which the occupying Power “shall respect the 
laws valid in the land as far as there are not absolute 
hindrances to that principle.” The order is also not in- 
cluded in the authority given to the Acting Minister in 
Paragraph 3 of the Order of the Reichskommissar of April 
24, 1940, which declares that the law hitherto in effect 
shall have legal force as long as it is compatible with the 
Power in occupation. 


The independence of a court of justice has been estab- 
lished in the Constitution, and, in agreement with interna- 
tional law, was expressly recognized by the order of the 
Reichskommissar, Paragraph 5, on September 28, 1940. 
The maintenance of this independence is of fundamental 
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importance for the security of justice. Should this order 
be put into effect, the consequences for the continuance of 
justice would be fatal. 


As the highest representative of the judicial author- 
ities of the Kingdom, the Supreme Court (since resigned 
from office) must request that this order be not executed. 


A copy of this letter is being sent to the Reichskommis- 
sar for the Occupied Norwegian Territories. 


Oslo, November 19, 1940. 


Paal Berg John Rievertz Thomas Bonnevie 

Thomas Boye Einar Hansen Henry Larssen 

U. A. Motzfeldt E. Alten A. T. Nass 

F, Schjelderup Svend Evensen Helge Klastad 

Jacob Aars Sverre Grette Emil Stang 
Sigurd Fougner Erik Solem 
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Augustana, Paragraph 16, reads as follows: 


De rebus civilibus docent, quod legitimae ordinationes 
civiles sint bona opera Dei, quod christianis liceat gerere 
magistratus, exercere iudicia, iudicare res ex imperatoriis 
et aliis praesentibus legibus, supplicia iure constituere, 
iure bellare, militare, lege contrahere, tenere proprium, 
ius iurandum postulantibus magistratibus dare, ducere ux- 
orem, nubere. 


They teach in regard to affairs of state that legitimate 
measures of government are works pleasing to God, that it 
is permitted to Christians to hold office, to exercise judicial 
activity, to pass judgments on the basis of the laws of 
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the government and other laws in effect in the land, to 
establish lawful punishments, to wage justified wars, to 
perform military service, to carry on business within the 
law, to hold property, to depose oaths at the demand of 
officials, to marry and to live in marriage. 


Commentary of Professor Ahlthaus: 


The State, that is government in the form of the law, 
is, according to the teachings of Luther, an ordinance of 
God, although it has come into existence and is adminis- 
tered everywhere by men; through this His ordinance God 
preserves humanity in a world of sin and conflict from 
chaos and makes life in a community possible. The funda- 
mental task of the State is therefore the administration of 
justice. 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 
of the 
Royal Norwegian Government’s Press Representatives 
in the United States 
2720 — 34th STREET, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


A 


— 


The following pamphlets are available at ten cents 
each to cover mailing costs: (Special prices for 
ten or more copies). 


1. “Norway Does Not Yield”—(64 p.) The story of 
the first year of German occupation, with an 
introduction by Mrs. J. Borden Harriman, for- 
mer U. S. Minister to Norway. 


2. “Secret German Decuments Seized During Lof- 
oten Island Raid’’—(28 p.) English and German 
texts of confidential instructions to the German 
army on the control of the press in Norway and 
on collaboration with the Gestapo in dealing 
with Norwegian citizens. (Official publication of 
the British Government). 


3. “Nazism vs. Labor in Norway”—(16 p.) A brief 
resume of the rights and privileges enjoyed by 
Norwegian Labor prior to the German invasion, 
and an account of the treatment now accorded 
Norwegian workers by the German overlords. 


4. “Norway’s Fighting Church”—(32 p.) The text 
of the famous Letters of Protest sent by the 
Norwegian Bishops to the Nazi authorities, with 
supplementary documents on the conflict be- 
tween the Norse clergy and the Quisling party. 


5. “Norway’s Role in the ‘New Order’ ’”—(in press). 
“Her national economy has been destroyed,. her 
homes plundered, her people persecuted. Ahead 
looms a future darker than the darkest Middle 
Ages—unless Hitlerism is destroyed! 


B) The following may be had gratis as long as the 
supply lasts: 


1. “Norway’s Royal Lion is Rampant Still”—4-page 
printed leaflet describing first year of Norwe- 
gian resistance. 


2. “Norway—A Going Concern” — 6-page printed 
and illustrated clip-sheet reviewing various as- 
pects of Norway’s fight for freedom under the 
leadership of King Haakon VII. 


3. Reprints of Addresses: 
“The Truth About Norway’’—speech of Wil- 
helm Morgenstierne, Norwegian Minister to 
the U. S., made April 10, 1941, before the 
State Legislature of Minnesota. 


“Long Live Norway’”—radio talk by Senator 
Arthur Capper (Kans.) 
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‘Norway Shall Again Be Free and Indepen- 
dent”—radio talk by Senator H. H. Schwartz 
(Wyoming). 


“Norway Will Not Be Forgotten”—radio talk 
by Senator Lister Hill (Alabama). 


C) A number of copies of the illustrated magazine 
NORWAY, are still available: $1.00 postpaid. 
(Published April, 1941) 


—This publication of 72 pages and 200 illus- 
trations contains articles and talks by such 
well-known persons as Sigrid Undset, C. J. 
Hambro, Norwegian Prime Minister Nygaards- 
vold, Hendrik Van Loon, Pearl Buck, Alber 
Einstein, Wendell Willkie, Upton Sinclair, 
Walter Lippmann, and many others. 
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JUST RELEASED: 
“He Who Laughs - Lasts!” 


& 


A 48-page, illustrated book of anec- 
dotes that have come out of German- 
occupied Norway revealing the grim 
humor which enables Norwegians to 
carry on in the face of threats, tyranny 
and pillage. Prepared for publication 
by HANS OLAV and TOR MYKLEBOST. 


Drawings by JOHAN BULL, GLUYAS 
WILLIAMS, ROLLIN KIRBY, FRED 
COOPER and JOHN HOLMGREN. 


Price: $1.25 postpaid 


ARNESEN BOOK STORE 
6515 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


